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of capitalist production relations, ideology is by no means just a system of ideas, but also a special non—
mandatory state device that manifests itself in real existence. The ideological state device successfully
conceals its own ruling intent, and behind the “shield” provided by the repressive state machine, it
guarantees social reproduction. The physical practice of the ideological state device enables the corre-
sponding institutions to be created, not the other way around. The national ideological device that direct-
ly implements the will of the ruling class is an original, basic ideological formation, which is different
from the secondary ideology. This non—violent ideological device constructed with family, school, reli-
gion, and etc., through the material activities that can be practiced in daily life, plays a much more im-
portant role in dominating and controlling than violent state machine.

On the Prose of the “Liberal School”
Jiang Jian
In the aspect of prose, the “liberal” writers formed a unique style with a common pursuit. They are

good at describing the landscapes of the south of the Yangtze River, especially preferring the folk and
the local, embodying the aesthetic sentiment of the common people; they pursue sincere and simple
emotional expression and are characterized by true qualities that can reflect their personality. Their
prose implies the consideration of both literature and education, and while expressing emotional beauty,
it focuses on the use of everyday language and strives to promote the basic language norms of modern
Chinese.

The Intergenerational Evolution of Marriage Ethics in Chinese Movies
Jia Jichuan ~ Wang Chunxiao
In the history of Chinese film development for more than 100 years, from the criticism of the feudal

marriage system, the exploration of the dual structure of “revolution + love” and the review of the politi-
cization of love and marriage, to the reflection on the problems of modern marriage and relationships,
the courageous expression of romantic love and the choice of a tendency of diversified marriage and rela-
tionships in the new century, the intergenerational evolution of marriage ethics in Chinese movies re-
flects the arduous exploration of an ideal model of marriage and relationships by several generations of
Chinese filmmakers and reproduces the relentless pursuit of marriage and happiness by the Chinese
people, reflecting both ideological changes and the tortuous trend of social values in different eras in
China for over 100 years, and Chinese films have thus displayed distinctive intergenerational styles and
characteristics.

The Interest Rates and the Financial Environments of Private Lending in the Early 20"

Century in Jiangsu Province

Ma Junya  Meng Ru

In the early 20" century, the monthly interest rate of private loans in the south of the Yangtze River

was usually 2 percent. This interest rate of private loans was very friendly to the ordinary people, but it
was generally condemned as feudal usury. At the same time, the average monthly interest rate of private
loans in the north of Huaihe River in Jiangsu was higher than 6.5 percent, often up to over 10 percent.
Ordinary people rarely managed to borrow money from private banks and pawns, but these financial in-
stitutions were seldom condemned. In fact, since the grain price in that area used to fluctuate about four
times within months each year, the usury with a monthly interest rate of 10 percent is still relatively
“friendly” and reasonable, and hundreds of people have no money to lend. The root cause of this situa-
tion lies in the different financial environments in the north and south of Jiangsu. In the southern region
there was a well—-developed private financial market, where the wealthy could deposit funds into private
banks, pawns, and other institutions very conveniently and securely, enjoy relatively high profits
brought by these institutions for their financial management, and provide convenience for other entrepre-
neurs to use funds. In contrast, the north of Huaihe River lacked a developed financial market, where
the wealthy would rather deposit their gold and silver in the cellars, allowing all kinds of inferior
banknotes issued by companies or individuals on the market to circulate. As a result, the investors were
unwilling to start a business while the entrepreneurs had no money to borrow, leading to a large—scale
and long—term regional economic recession in the north of Huaihe River area.
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